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Eugene Willging 


Book the Month Club---October Selection 


White, Mistress Masham’s Repose. Putnam. 
Sept. 27, 1946. 255p. $2.75. 


The whimsically satirical Mr. White back with another 
his wryly conceived books which, because their very 
puckishness are always welcome reading. his first three 
novels Mr. White used the Arthurian legends basis; 
now switches Gulliver’s Travels modern setting. 
Ten-year-old, bespectacled Maria the heiress ruined 
Malplaquet, once baroquishly splendid ducal estate and 
the gathering place all the English literarily near great. 
She lives one sound corner the immense mansion 
under the confining guardianship the Vicar and Mrs. 
Brown with only faithful Cook and the eccentric Pro- 
fessor friends. Punting one day across the Quincunx, 
artificial lake, explore Mistress Masham’s Repose, 
surprised discover behind the hedge brambles well- 
kept lawn and building. There she discovers the Borough 
Lilliput Exile, peopled descendants Lilliputians 
brought 1700 England Captain John Biddle, the 
mariner who rescued Gulliver. Biddle 
them freaks for personal gain but they had escaped 
lay drunken sleep the road Malplaquet. 
After perilous expedition the colony had become estab- 


There Maria found civilized and organized community 
modeled the 18th Century English culture, cour- 
ageous indomitable community which had managed 
survive alien world cut off from all hope return 
toa Fatherland ruined war. They had their herds 
sheep and cattle, their fisheries and their gardens; their 
trappers collected rodent skins for clothing; their infantry 


was supplemented scouts mounted trained rats; 
they even had full scale frigate for whaling, their whales 
being the pike the lake. Maria was entranced with 
her discovery and immediately tried dominate the 
Lilliputians the role benevolent despot. Her 
selfishness led strained relations and, after she had 
almost killed one the little men, she finally realized 
that size was excuse for tyranny and that her behavior 
had been childish and wrong. When she learned this 
lesson her relations with the Lilliputians improved and 
she became their honored friend. 


But then Mrs. Brown and the Vicar discovered the exist- 
ence the Lilliputians and, scenting Hollywood with its 
fabulous wealth, they did their best capture some 
the people. For the Vicar and Mrs. Brown were the per- 
sonification evil. They knew missing document 
which, when slightly altered, would restore the wealth 
Malplaquet but themselves and not Maria. And 
began persecution, both capture the Lilliputians 
and because they suspected that Maria had discovered 
the lost document. But Maria refused divulge the 
location Lilliput Exile even when she was locked 
the dungeon. With the aid the Professor and Cook 
the little people organized expedition rescue her 
and the Vicar and Mrs. Brown are finally worsted one 
the most hilarious contests modern literature. When 
the Professor uncovers the missing document the wealth 
Malplaquet restored and Maria lives happily there- 
after with her faithful friends. 


This definitely not juvenile story nor heavy- 
handed parable. Rather deliriously delicious satire 
woven through entertaining story. The moral plain 
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but never belabored. Might does not make right; 
human dignity must respected; crime does not pay. 
The style all White’s own and one which many 
readers have learned appreciate. takes numerous 
sly digs various aspects English life, including their 
passion for legalism, their hero worship old families, 
their country life, and their educational system. even 
jabs delightfully Swift’s passion for accuracy the 
Gulliver stories. There are objectionable features and 
the book may recommended for all classes readers. 


Jackson, Charles. The Fall Valor. 
Oct. 1946. 310p. $2.75. 


The Lost Weekend Charles Jackson explored the cun- 
ning and devious strategems the alcoholic bent 
alcohol. Now offers another fictional study ab- 
normality. The similarity between the two books ends 
right there. could and did feel sympathy for Don 
Birnam, for there was element tragedy there, 
struggle going within him, even though his was losing 
battle. For John Grandin the reader will feel emotion 
more compelling than indifferent contempt. This 
study attempt expose less mentionable deviation 
from the normal, but that neither the only nor the 
principal reason why fails novel. Around the 
principal, John Grandin, the author has erected most 
elaborate stage-set: university professor; has 
recently had his first book (an important one, would 
seem) accepted leading publisher; has had 
reward for that small promotion and expression con- 
fidence the part the university officials; spends 
his waking hours study lined with books. But all this 
scenery fails produce any illusion reality. John 
Grandin is, for all that, not man, and the fact will 
apparent any one. equipped with the moral 
sensibility and the moral courage moron. 


Rinehart. 


Ten years married, with family two boys, John and 
Ethel, his wife, plan vacation alone Nantucket the 
time the new moon, with the hope thus repairing 
marriage that has late signs wear. 
the very night their arrival their hotel, the differ- 
ences that have been separating them, come out into the 
open for the first time. The hoped-for second romance 
ends where should have begun, and they begin their 
vacation driven even farther apart, though preserving 
semblance marital decorum for the benefit their 
fellow guests. 


Staying the same resort are the Howards, middle aged 
couple who still love each other with the passionate love 
youth, and are very maudlin about it; and pair 
honeymooners, Cliff and Billie. Cliff the typical foot- 
ball-hero type, with the build Greek god and the 
mind Greek statue; Billie the over-sexed single- 
interest type. That she happened have taken the 
previous semester’s course under John fact that, 
far the story concerned, should classified under 
the department useless intelligence. 


Admitting himself the justice Ethel’s accusations, 
that has neglected her and the children for his books 
and his academic career, but unable face the situation 
courageously honestly, John goes out into the night. 
wraps himself the fog the Nantucket coast, 
stumbles down the beach and gives himself 


White Jackson Mauriac 


emotional stupor. During this lonely vigil, 
becomes aware the hidden subconscious forces 
have been shaping his conduct. flash 
accompanying physical reaction, knows why 
been unable approach his wife; why felt such; 
strange exhilaration, feeling akin hero worship, 
the physical presence Cliff; why had been 
out and saving pictures the heroic dead washed 
the sands some Pacific battlefront; why 
hear about the actual suffering men battle; why 
had desired, asked for and obtained, souvenir 
not picture, but one his overseas caps. 

This realization occured simultaneously Ethel, whe 
she discovered the cap, and was the immediate 
for her sudden departure. John remained behind, 
and glad so, and seemed experience sense 
relief knowing the nature the that 
him on. accepts the situation inevitable, 
allow mature slowly. The book moves 
there the inevitable violent climax. 


The Fall Valor hopelessly misnamed, for there 
even the semblance valor John Grandin. 
not written around cowards, especially 
cowardice the moral variety. sorry excuse 
motivation hear the valorous John mumbling pag 
after page about “some unnamable intuition” (p. 
about “some sinister process operating within him 
his control” (p. 285). man, and particularly 
with the presumed learning and maturity John Grandin, 
submits degradating humiliation without least 
show resistance. 


Empty this novel from the standpoint its 
and content, even worse from the standpoint 
dialogue and general attitudes. The only phase mar 
riage that interests John and Ethel, Mr. Howard ani 
“Mama”, Cliff and Billie, the physicai side, and thei 
conversation ends and begins there. Cliff 
only when brags about his non-military successes 
various ports call. 


The book offensive and indecent any standard tha 


book can judged by. 
Charles Denecke, 


Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Catholic Book Club---October Selection 


Mauriac, Francois. Woman the Pharisees. 
lated from the French Gerard Hopkins. 
Oct. 17, 1946. 241p. $2.50. 


Pharisienne’s first printing English comes out 
France from one her great novelists during the 
years. another proof his stature artist the 
can handle with such spiritual calmness 
subject under such terrific strain. Louis Pian tells 
story his step-mother’s life, from the time 
fourteen year old boy until her death. Brigitte Pian, the 
cousin Louis’ mother presented retrospect with 
intermingled point view, that affectionate 
dutiful son skillfully with judgments 
diaries and later conversations the mature 
story reads like historical drama that tragic evety 
thing but its ending. 


Brigitte, woman singularly anxious good 
believed it, set herself the instrument 
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the lives those with whom she lived. She felt her- 
responsible for their moral well being. Anyone who 
opposed her, deliberately set himself against the operation 
Grace, which she meant her own will. was the 
yocation the great hearted exhaust themselves 
behalf the mean and inferior. When she was wrong, 
frustrated, by-passed, “she added another link mail 
the armor perfection and merit which she went 
from head foot”. 


This “whited sepulchre” regarded marriageable maids 
“all bitches, everyone them”. petty meddler she 
local parochial affairs, but the sole judge the priestli- 
ness and competency the Curé Baluzac for his minis- 
try. Louis Pian watched her think the worst his fifteen 
year old sister Miché, vainly attempt kill her love for 
Jean Mirbel, Louis’ seventeen year old friend; 
sufered her bullying and breaking his respected tutor 
Monsieur Puybaraud and indirectly occasion the death 
Puybaraud’s wife; knew she was instrumental having 
Monsieur Calou, zealous and humble priest suspended 
and removed from his parish. Her black deeds caught 
with her, and the exemplary conduct Monsieur 
Calou mirror, she sees herself stripped her 
armor merit. She learns through painful remorse that 
sanctity without love barren the sight God, and 
without humility pure folly. 


This not moralizing book, but good story. Mauriac 
approaches more closely his own ideal great 
Catholic novel. searches most deeply the heart 
man, the hearts young lovers, growing boy, 
ambitious matron, saintly priest. The result 
enjoyable and inspiring story delicate and grand 


theme for mature adults. 
Aloysius Miller, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Godden, Rumer. The River. 
15,1946. 176p. $2.00. 


was first attracted Rumer Godden, some years back, 
the exotic quality her name, which, along with the 
coincidence her having written Gypsy, Gypsy, some- 
how suggested patterans, Tzigany violins, and Romany 
Rye. Gypsy, Gypsy, upon examination, turned out 
somewhat over-wraught book. Black Narcissus and Break- 
fast with the Nikolides proved better, though novels 
India they were not mentioned the same breath 
with Kim, Passage India, Indigo. Take Three 
Tenses, fantasy-fugue time, her most ambitious at- 
tempt date. Now, after the lovely interlude 
autobiographical Himalyan idyll, comes The River, 
novella family life set against the background 
tiver Bengal. Miss Godden has finally achieved the 
form which fits her best. The novel’s length forces 
writer burst the chrysalis implication, which all 
the good most cases; but Miss Godden’s forte seems 
lie allowing her intimations stay folded, ex- 
quisitely passive, within the spun swathings cocoon. 
can imagine for ourselves, her case, the butterfly 
winging beyond the confines the book covers. 


Little, Brown. Oct. 


The River minor, but very perfect. The title serves 
symbolize the river life opens out before Harriet 
who lives with her English family beside actual river 
Bengal. The different children are beautifully drawn, 
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especially Bogey, smaller brother who dies cobra 
bite, and elder sister Bea. The action much more 
internal than external; live, for the volume’s short 
duration, within Harriet’s consciousness. For the rest, 
the sparely chiselled dialogue builds up, uncannily, the 
intensely personal life close-knit family, and Miss 
Godden’s impressions Indian scenery are delicately 
effective Chinese scroll paintings. 


The Hindu and Moslem servants move obscurely the 
background. enter neither their quarters nor their 
consciousness. One them, half-caste elderly nurse, 
Nan, will pique the interest Catholic readers. The 
little girl realizes that Nan the only person the com- 
pound who possesses spiritual assurance. When the 
child becomes troubled death, Nan’s certitude the 
question Paradise greater than her mother’s. She 
also associates the special quality Christmas has for her 
with the old Anglo-Indian: 


All this happened every year, but there was, besides 
this, thread holiness, quiet and pomp that 
seemed Harriet have the significance the Wise 
King’s gold. linked Christmas with something larger 
than itself, something large what? Harriet 
thought was largeness that had something 
with the river, that began trickle and ended the 
sea. Afterwards she wondered this feeling 
Christmas came from Nan. 

Charles Brady, 

Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


Priestley, Bright Day. 
1946. 286p. $2.50. 


bright day that brings forth the adder,” says the 
title page. Whether that bright day refers youth with 
its bright hopes and magic beliefs, English society 
before World War (Merrie Englande), not too evi- 
dent this novel. Nor does matter great deal since 
either youthfulness appropriate nostalgic story 
young man living Golden Age “when people made 
their own entertainment instead having manufactured 
for them film radio”. 


Harper. Sept. 25, 


Told alternately two planes time, the story begins 
Cornwall where 50-year old script writer, Gregory 
Dawson, work new film for beautiful English 
star has helped make. chance meeting with 
elderly couple who thirty years before wrecked his own 
Golden Age sends Dawson’s thoughts racing back 
Bruddersford, the North-England wool village where 
spent his 18th-19th years enchanted existence. De- 
liberately forces his memory recall those days when 
was admitted the laughter, bantering conversation, 
music and romance which filled the magic circle domi- 
nated the Alington orderly, cumulative 
march, events and people come out the shadows for 
him, colored the same golden haze and romantic clouds 
that clothed them his youth. Side side with the 
events taking place his Cornish hotel, get the inci- 
dents his past when was employed the wool 
merchant, John Alington, and played with the latter’s 
three beautiful daughters, his sons and guests hos- 
pitable, gracious home. Even before World War struck 
down one the Alington sons and many his guests, 
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the circle was broken and the tragedy which stalks the 
weak and unsure found its victims their group. 


The Cornwall script finished the Bruddersford saga 
comes end Dawson’s memory. But the recall 
the earlier events has brought home him the unfulfilled 
promises his youth, and new appreciation the loss 
ideals and way life which England has suffered 
since the first great war, together with keener resent- 
ment the tawdriness the commercial entertainment 
which American industry offers the present generation 
Englishmen. This contrast between remembered scenes 
and people, and the current scene with the kind people 
the former have since become, causes Dawson break 
away from the path has been traveling for almost three 
decades and ally himself with enthusiastic group 
young producers. These promise themselves and Eng- 
land honesty and truth, improved techniques, and free- 
dom domination American bosses. Dawson himself, 
released from his depressing cynicism about current con- 
ditions, comes feel that although knocked about bit 
world still the same rich warm world knew 
boy. 


comparison made between this story and Rumer 
Godden’s Take Three Tenses, both which are stories 
time-parallels, the Priestley novel disadvantage 
since his technique not skillful nor his originality 
striking. Or, comparison made between Bright Day 
and Wilbur Daniel Steele’s short story, “Body the 
Crime”, both which depend for plot upon young 
man’s forcing his subconscious reveal the past, the 
novel suffers. This story comes too smoothly, neatly and 
flowingly, with the right detail the necessary moment— 
and the illusion memory lost. Since the device 
necessary for Priestley’s denouement the plot has 
fashioned for his novel, could not have been forgone, 
however unconvincing may and regardless whether 
the story might have been better with the plot developed 


Characters the novel are sharply differentiated and 
three-dimensional, particularly those the early story. 
There may complaint that some the early char- 
acters who survive enter the second half the story 
are inconsistently developed this latter stage, and that, 
most cases, the characters’ treatment the second half 
summary and their disposal abrupt. When true, this 
probably because the individuals have served their pur- 
pose the plot, and the author obligingly rounding 
out their destiny for any reader who curious know 
their fate. For majority readers, both characters and 
setting the first story will come alive more successfully 
than those the later period. 


Most enjoyable feature the book the author’s apt 
phrase and colorful figure. Thus the bored script writer 
says his mood (p. 243), “The evening before 
stretched out like long wet road”. And (p. 12) “My 
room was lit two angry little gas-mantles, white and 
trembling with fury”. Delightful, too, the consistency 
with which the teller the tale looks back from his mid- 
century make unfavorable comparison present insti- 
tutions and people with those knew his youth. For 
example, “There don’t seem any trains like that any 
more, empty and leisurely and chummy. transport 
now seems fuss, crowds, rain and anger” (p. 209-10). 
observation with which the reader accord. 


Roosevelt 


Clean and well-written experienced craftsman, 
book will probably make the best-seller lists. 
interesting see whether the elder generation 
rather more than their juniors. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, 


Roosevelt, Elliott. Saw It. Duell. 


1946. $3.00. 


Now that Elliott Roosevelt has become author, 
seems good reason why anyone inclined 
any longer hesitate break into print. Although 
“he” the title naturally supposed 
Delano Roosevelt, Elliott does not hesitate times: 
make his own position clear. times, one not 
That criticism, fact, the severe one that can 
against the book. Many direct statements are reproduce! 
from Elliott’s recollections the various conferences 
attended. Needless say, simply impossible pla: 
much confidence such statements. that 
based simply upon recollections one thing; book 
filled with direct statements, based only upon 
tions, another thing, and much more serious 
historians. This reviewer will unable 
the book any his students advanced history 
The foundation the book simply one man’s 
and that too flimsy for the factual book that 
ports be, the direct quotations indicate. 


Oct. 


general, here are the positions ascribed 
Delano Roosevelt, and each case direct quotations 
given: From the time the meeting off Newfoundland 
August 1941, Roosevelt favored greater freedom 
world trade, and urged greater freedom for 
peoples, whereas Churchill opposed both those 
Roosevelt was favor lend-lease Russia 
1941 and Churchill was against it, did not thini 
that the Russians could repel the attacks the 
Churchill was favor efforts regain Burma, 
though attack upon Europe and the Germans 
have postponed indefinitely; when attack 
made upon the Germans, Churchill believed that 
should come through the Balkan area, was 
keep the Russians from entering that zone; 
liked Stalin soon met him Teheran, and 
agreement with the veto principle which Russia 
used frequently recent months; Roosevelt 
the imperialistic tendencies both Churchill and 
Gaulle, and did not trust either them any 
degree; the English and the Americans and the 
rather than the Russians, are responsible for the 
world tension. 


Throughout the book there complete disregard 
hard fact that Franklin Roosevelt made effort ded 
with post-war situations while the war was going on; 
seemed assume that once the war was over the 
would agree among themselves post-war 
made the same mistake that Wilson made 1918; 
failed get promises from the nations needing 
supplies that some degree international decency woul 
prevail after the fighting was National 
and selfishness are today destroying whatever 
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the winning nations developed the months they fought 
against Germany and Japan. Elliott Roosevelt effect 
maintaining that his father made mistakes; im- 
plying that all the jealousy and ill will the present day 
can ascribed the men who attempted follow 
his father’s footsteps. unwilling admit that those 
were made such fashion that one could 
walk them for any great length time without stum- 
bling. The footsteps simply were not made toward any 
objective; times they back-tracked, and other times 
they attempted opposite directions the same 
time. Possibly the leaders today would better off 
they disregarded the old footprints about which Elliott 
Roosevelt enthusiastic, although has failed 
prove his book that they were leading any worth- 


while objective. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Kimbrough, Edward. Night Fire. Rinehart. Sept. 


26,1946. 343p. $2.75. 


The external action this tale Mississippi the middle 
nineteen-thirties takes place within less than week; but 
almost everything that happens its hero, Ashby Pelham 
sets him off long silent soliloquies which carry him 
back through the events youth and childhood, and, 
way his remembrance oft-heard yarns, the War 
between the States and even Ashby’s capacity 
for interminable musings matched the long-winded- 
ness several other characters, who, given the least 
excuse, break out into ponderous lay sermons. Thus, 
what might have been brisk novelette lengthened 
tedious novel. 


The story runneth thus: Ashby, returning home from 
afternoon’s hunting, trailed Sheriff “Turkey” Little- 
page’s bloodhounds and learns from Turkey that his in- 
tended quarry “Temp” (Temptation) Pelham, one 
the Negroes the Pelham plantation, who accused 
“molesting high-yaller gal”. Ashby, suspecting that the 
sheriff building case for political effect, finds out 
that Temp’s real offense was punishing his own daughter 
giddy behavior public, and determines save the 
ugitive. 


Pausing visit “Miss Miranda’s Boarding Home for 
Young Ladies”, which really house ill-fame, Ashby 
falls with Bevo Banes, philanthropic mill owner, and 
the girl Laurel, who has come Miss Miranda’s, deceived 
the sign into thinking herself ordinary boarding 
establishment. Turkey and his deputies dropping be- 
fore Ashby leaves, fight ensues which lands Ashby and 
Bevo jail. 

Released next day, Ashby and Bevo take Temp Ashby’s 
Cousin Ephe’s home. But Ephe, ambitious office and 
fearing public opinion, refuses Temp shelter. The fugi- 
tives, pursued Turkey and his aides, hide Temp 
neighboring swamp, the dry bushes, vines and trees 
which are fired the lynching mob that has now as- 
Ashby contrives spectacular escape. And 
the book ends with Ashby and Temp pledging themselves 
one day win back the Pelham plantation which Ashby 
has just learned actually belongs Ephe. Laurel, who 


had turned out the step-daughter one Ephe’s 
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employees, has promised wait for Ashby until re- 
wins his old home. 


The book’s sermonizing the relations between blacks 
and whites, and employers and mill hands, dreamers 
the past and exploiters the present, largely sound 
and true. But Mr. Kimbrough has chosen encrust the 
preachments his characters with much the way 
vulgar words and carnal references that Night Fire 
unfit for any save strong-stomached mature readers. 


Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Wilson, Earl. Pikes Peek Bust. 
Oct. 1946. 250p. $2.00. 


This exactly the same type book the author’s 
previous effort, Gazing Into Ball. Mr. Wil- 
son’s position Saloon Editor the New York Post gives 
him beat which includes all the fancy restaurants, clubs, 
dives and bistros for which New York City famous 
infamous. These places are the headquarters for the 
lunatic fringe, otherwise known cafe society, the 
social organism, where actors and actresses, singers and 
dancers, radio stars, band leaders, strip teasers, gag writers 
and radio columnists, movie producers and their ilk spend 
most their waking moments little avail. This 
the group which furnishes America’s entertainment and 
Mr. Wilson has gathered series anecdotes about them 
which, taken collectively, are nothing more than ex- 
panded gossip column, specializing the seamier and 
sexier incidents which not even the worst newspaper 
would dare print. Sex and the wise-crack are glorified 
herein; most the material objectionable and 
nauseating preclude summarizing here; there 
value the book; not recommended any class 
reader. 


Doubleday. 


Sedgwick, Ellery. The Happy Profession. 


Sept. 25, 1946. 343p. $3.50. 


The author The Happy Profession was for thirty years 
the eighth editor The Atlantic Monthly, from which 
retired six years ago. Since then has read and talked 
and visited much, has developed arthritis and walks with 
two canes, and says himself, mossback, has- 
been, derelict from ancient civilization. But 


content.” The publishers call the book new kind 
autobiography”. book few facts and many re- 
flections. 


The factual content follows. The author was born 
New York, year the family moved 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts, and remained The 
well-to-do family lost $100,000 swindler, and for 
many years, debts worried the father, and left their im- 
press the son. The latter suffered military board- 
ing school; was tranferred Groton, then its first years, 
and found great inspiration. His first job was that 
editor Leslie’s Monthly, always the red, but also 
always hospitable new ideas. After that came 
factotum job with McClure’s, and then the purchase 
the Atlantic Monthly for $50,000. had that time 
circulation 15,000 copies, and annual deficit 
$5,000. careful management, and nose for promising 
writers, made power and financial success. Among 
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other things, helped Wilson get into the First World 
War. Wilson, and lesser degree, Smith, were his 
heroes. tells writers met, and especially de- 
scribes the odd one-book people dealt with, and sug- 
gests his broadmindedness his sympathetic accounts 
several underworld characters. 


The author barely mentions his wife and family. 
refers aunt who became Catholic. relates how 
his boyhood, Catholics were the lowest social rung 
Stockbridge and neighborhood. When the Catholic 
poet, Miss Louise Imogen Guiney, was appointed post- 
mistress Auburndale, “The good Protestants about, 
fear their souls, refused take mail from her Papisti- 


cal hands” (p. 177). 


The author has gentle, kindly style. has the 
silver-plated optimism successful, widely acquainted 
man whose day done. mildly interesting. One 
feels that had the selection been better could have been 
very interesting book. 


The attitudes conveyed the reflections are generally 
wholesome, but commonplace. The one most striking 
reflection the book that modern humanitarians “have 
grown preoccupied with the Second that they forget 
the First and Great Commandment” (p. 221). However, 
God and religion, while never spurned, are seldom sug- 
gested otherwise. Another striking comment that 
“manners, not substitute for virtue, least make 
every virtue shine” (p. 58). 


Other attitudes random: military boarding schools are 
unwholesome; other boarding schools are better than 
coeducational high schools. Gambling and drunkenness 
are avoided, though treated sympathetically 
others. Nature protests against socialism. has 
news story and good editor must know how extract 
it. Jane Addams was pitifully wrong and Wilson heroi- 
cally right about getting into World War One. Lincoln 
and Mrs. Lincoln could both stand some debunking. 
Charity sweet thing even the beneficiary rascal. 
One must democratically fair all religions and races. 


The book devoid deep striking original thought. 
does not throw keen illumination any question. 
Aside from some sidelights few well-known authors, 
there little special value literary journalistic 
students. 


But harmless, good-natured book. Its reflections, 
commonplace, are least right and wholesome. Its hap- 
piest virtue the author’s use literary allusions and 
quotations the ones that please because nearly every- 
body recognizes them. book that one need not 
read and library need not buy, but which may read 
with mild profit anybody who has the time and in- 
clination. likely really interesting only those 
are acquainted with the places and persons talks 
about. 


Rooney, Phillip. Captain Boycott. Appleton. Sept. 
1946. 237p. $2.75. 


the 1880’s there lived County Mayo, the shores 
Lough Mask, Captain Charles Boycott, agent 
factor for absentee English landlord, just and even 
sympathetic man according his own lights but never- 
theless, because the very nature the system under 


Chase 


Best 


which operated, thorn the side the Irish 
farmer. For these farmers (and the small farm was the, 
sole livelihood) did not own their paltry acres but we, 
forced till them under the burden extortionate 
Failure pay these rents resulted 
their personal property and summary eviction. This 
just system provoked dual reaction the part 
Irish: there were those who wanted violent 
Fenians who believed armed rebellion and the 
lighters who engaged local terrorism; while othe, 
looked for more peaceful and more efficacious 
solve the problem. 
Hugh Davin, new schoolmaster the Neale, was 
and cautious man though eager improve the lot 
fellow-countrymen. Though had trained for 
with the Fenians was more inclined 
methods and soon adopted the ideas the Land 
whose chief was Parnell. Hugh was love with 
Killian but her family’s dislike kept them apart. Whe 
Watty Connell, Boycott’s bailiff, 
Michael Carroll for non-payment rent and then 
prize horse satisfy Boycott’s claim, Hugh joined 
others carrying out Parnell’s plan—putting Boycott 
his adherents “moral Coventry”, 
refusing work for them sell them, keeping 
relations absolute minimum. When Boycott 
sisted calling his friends and then the 
save his crops and when Watty Connell attempted pe. 
suade Mrs. Killian take over the Carroll farm unre 
quickened and hidden violence erupted. Mark Killian 
Anne’s father, was beaten and later killed under circum 
stances which pointed some suspicion Hugh. 
Carroll attempted sneak into Boycott’s barn kill 
horse but was himself killed the attempt. Carroll 
then proven the author the violence and 
was cleared was James Hannin, his Fenian 
Hugh and Anne were reunited with all doubt and 
erased. quieting the violence the parish priest 
the people how they had forged new weapon agains 
their oppressors, new word was born and Captain 
cott admitted defeat leaving the country. 


Phillip Rooney Irish journalist and novelist 
repute with this being the first his books 
competent writer who able interweave romant 
with the hard facts history produce 
story. His characters are natural and unstrained, his his 
tory accurate, the background people and 
and manners excellently done. There are 
able features the book which may recommended 
all classes readers. 


Chase, Stuart. For This Fought. Twentieth 
Century Fund. Oct. 1946. $1.00. 


Stuart Chase has released the final volume 
series problems facing America war and 
latest work some ways summary volume, 
the principles the earlier works the problems today. 
The study might divided into two general sections. 
the first part, the author surveys the social and 
problems which face the nation. discusses the 
chology veterans, the housing problem, the let-down 
civilian unity after the War, and the economic and politi 
cal problems which face us. 
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solutions, offers controlled capitalism, which 
mitigate eliminate the cycle boom and bust, 
and the international unity demanded the atomic age. 
The pattern economic control identical with that 
ofered his earlier works, formula associated with the 
New Deal and with the economics the late Lord 
Keynes. the international scene, endorses the 
Lilienthal plan for control atomic energy. 


This volume, taken alone, quite superficial. Too many 
major problems are discussed too few pages. the 
ncluding work the series, however, does complete 


cor 


the task popularizing current problems the social 


feld. recommended readers who have perused 
Otherwise could hardly called 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


satisfactory. 


Dooley, Roger Less Than the Angels. Bruce. 


Oct. 1946. $2.50. 


The story ambitious woman who tried all her life 
compensate for the feeling inferiority which her 
established Protestant neighbors induced her. 
When World War ended, Caroline Straubmeyer had 
married Robert Emmet Murray, young doctor who 
hoped for country practice but who was skillfully 
prodded his wife into settling the city and eventually 
into becoming health commissioner. The man Caroline 
would have preferred marry had renounced Catholicism 
for the Episcopalian church his wealthy wife, and fol- 
lowing the 1929 crash committed suicide. Frank Car- 
mody, who thought Caroline intended marry him, had 
returned from his army service ready join the Jesuits 
even before Caroline announced her engagement 
Murray. 


Mrs. Emmet Murray, the mother handsome twin 
sons and the wife the health commissioner, Caroline 
found outlet for her organizing abilities and her craving 
for the spotlight dominating parish and school activi- 
ties Husband and sons were instruments for her con- 
suming ambition, the former the probably successful 
candidate for mayor, and the boys wedges into Protes- 
tant society. When one these, Peter, showed signs 
making his own decisions, she enlisted the help Father 
Carmody turn him toward the priesthood. The priest, 
misunderstanding the situation, used the boys illus- 
tration inverted tendencies lecture adolescent 
psychology his extension class. Amplified and twisted 
ignorant gossip, this comment her sons boomeranged 
Caroline and brought her small world crashing 
her ears. 


Theme and setting for the story are well conceived. The 
petty jealousies women’s church organizations and 
Catholic Action groups, the contrasts different educa- 
tional and economic groups within parish, the social 
advantages one parish over another, the superior atti- 
tude Irish and German Catholics toward Poles and 
the rise and fall social popularity certain 
Catholic schools, and the wistful and blankly envious 
Protestant neighbors, all have their counter- 
almost any parish. So, too, the snobbery attached 
naive minds minor rank and certain orders the 
Church. Unfortunately, the author’s ability handle 
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his theme not equal his central idea. The pace 
unbearably slow times; the conversation, while natural 
and fairly characteristic, verbose and tedious; changes 
action and attitude are insufficiently motivated and un- 
convincing. The characters are puppets, recognizable for 
the types they are supposed represent but not flesh 
and blood. 


Nevertheless, the author good reporter, tolerant, ob- 
servant and home his setting. Many reader will 
feel his neighbor (not himself), his alumni group, his 
parish which being headlined. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Heggen, Thomas. Mister Roberts. Houghton. July 
23, 1946. 221p. $2.50. 


The Reluctant naval auxiliary, cargo ship 
plying the backwashes the Pacific, supporting the war 
but far from its active fronts. Its regular run from 
“Tedium Apathy and return” with occasional trip 
“Monotony” “Ennui” thrown in. Once, but only 
once there was run “Elysium” where the crew staged 
bawdy, ribald and drunken leave. Under these cir- 
cumstances officers and men find their most pressing 
problem that boredom, leading bitterness, 
malice and petty persecution. Crew and officers pay little 
attention each other but between both and the Captain 
enduring hatred that leads constant persecution 
and reprisal. Only one man, Mister Roberts, First Lieu- 
tenant and Cargo Officer respected and liked all. 
Roberts embittered, idealistic medical student who 
enlisted the war against Fascism only find himself 
performing routine work far from the fighting front. His 
repressed desires have resulted psychological com- 
pulsion which keeps him his duty effort prove 
that his sacrifice not wasted. The book nothing but 
series short stories detailing the experiences crew 
and officers their unexciting tasks. Women and liquor 
and malice were the mainsprings life and there was 
restraint exercised dealing with any these. Roberts 
finally was transferred fighting ship only die within 
few days Kamikaze attack. There little value 
the book and there are many objectionable features—pro- 
fanity, vulgarity and obscenity being the chief. not 
recommended for any class reader. 


Eberle, Gertrude. 
the days Joseph. Wm. Eerdmans. 
1946. 295p. $2.50. 


There little said for this latest series recent 
novels with religious background. Algerish its 
portrayal the rise Raanah the slave the Captaincy 
the famed Basilisk Guard Paaraoh’s Court; its de- 
scription Egyptian history and customs more de- 
tailed than one would expect from the reading few 
textbooks; flow action and portrayal character 
lacks imagination. Its one feature that acceptable 
moral tone. One will not learn more Joseph than can 
easily obtained from the Old Testament. Suitable for 
adolescents moral basis but not recommeded 
better than Grade literature. 


Charioteer. story Old Egypt 
Sept. 10, 
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Milne, Alan Alexander. Chloe Marr. 
Aug. 26, 1946. 314p. $2.50. 


Anglophiles might divided according whether their 
feeling because of, spite of, certain peculiarities 
the English. The former will possibly find reasons for 
reading this novel through, but the latter, and all who 
relish books like Muddling Through and Britannia Waives 
the Rules, will find the book all but intolerable. 


The story tells young woman London more 
peaceful decade, the men who ring her incessantly, 
and the women who discuss her. There abun- 
dance talk and much taxiing and about Soho, and all 
this punctuated Chloe’s taking another bath. To- 
ward the end you gather vague picture woman 
driven the hope some surcease from sadness. But 
you’re not much moved even curiosity, that the end 
climactic tragedy two days old. 


The book has appeal for juniors, and harmless for 
adults. The jacket rather good. 
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